
1Ser vice-Learning in  Act ion:  Land Use

MADE POSSIBLE BYAN INITIATIVE OF IN COLLABORATION WITH

Suggested Time:
Activity 1: 75 minutes, Activity 2: 90 minutes

Materials:

•  Chart paper and markers
•  Computers with Internet access
•  Sticky notes
•  Create a Green Space organizer

Learning Goals: 
Students will:

• Understand how land can be used for different purposes

• Explore the impact of green spaces

Activity 1: Investigate  
Your Local Area   
(75 minutes) 

1. Ask students to think back to Lesson 5: Land Use and discuss 
the different types of land use. What are the different ways 
land is used? Who makes the decision to use land in a specific 
way? What should be considered when land is allocated for 
use? 

2. In pairs or small groups, challenge students to use maps and 
online mapping software to investigate land use in their local 
area. Ask students to share what they learned by creating a 
map of their local area on a piece of chart paper. Encourage 
students to think about the following questions:

• What are the ways land is used in our area?

• What is the most common type of land use? Why is this the    
   dominant way to use land?

• Is this the most efficient use of land? Why or why not?

3. After students have mapped their local area, create a list of 
the ways land is used on the front board. For example: Urban 
Land Use (Residential, Transport, Commercial, Industrial, 
Recreational), Nature and Agricultural. Under each type of 
land use ask students to describe the types of buildings or 
structures that are present in each area and the ways the 
land has been divided.

4. Show students the video “7 Principles for Building 
Better Cities | Peter Calthorpe,” www.youtube.com/
watch?v=IFjD3NMv6Kw (14:20). Before showing students 
the video, place the following questions on the front board for 
them to consider as they are watching. 

• Why is it important to create cities that use land efficiently?

• How can efficient land use impact the people residing  
   in the area?

• What is the different between “sprawl” and “growing    
   smart”?

• What are the seven principles of building better cities?

• How would you implement some of these principles to  
   your local area?

5. Ask students to look at the maps of their local area and 
consider whether the land is being used efficiently. Has the 
video changed their thinking? Why or why not? 

6. As a class, discuss how much land in their local area is 
used for agricultural purposes. What types of crops are 
produced? How much of the land has been urbanized? How 
can urban environments be used for agricultural purposes? 
In pairs, encourage students to think about Principle 2: Mix 
Use that was discussed in the video. How can this principle 
be implemented in our local area to increase the number of 
agricultural spaces?

7. Place the following questions on the front board or on a piece 
of chart paper:

 Questions:

• What is a green city? What best practices does this  
 model use?

• How can land be used and maintained for a variety of   
 purposes? What is the benefit of this model?

• How are best management practices applied to land  
 use choices?

Service-Learning in Action:  
Land Use

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFjD3NMv6Kw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFjD3NMv6Kw
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9. Divide students into groups of five and give each student in 
the group a number from one to five. Explain to students that 
they will join the students with the same number to form 
“expert” groups. They will read an article about how land 
is used for different purposes and discuss the questions on 
the front board. Then they will return to their home group to 
share what they learned.

10. Allocate one of the following articles to each group. If tablets 
or computers with Internet access are not available, consider 
printing the articles for students.

Articles:

•"Putting Land To Good Use: Food Security in Our  
Backyards," www.forbesafrica.com/econo   
my/2018/12/20/putting-land-to-good-use-   
food-security-in-our-backyards/ 

•"Go Green: Bengaluru Architects Are Bringing Nature   
Inside Apartments," www.economictimes.indiatimes.  
com/magazines/panache/go-green-bengaluru-archi  
tects-are-bringing-nature-inside-apartments/arti  
cleshow/67071427.cms

•“How to Feed a Hungry City,”  www.theglobeandmail.  
com/ news/toronto/new-urban-agriculture-proj  
ects-in-toronto- are-struggling-to-take-root-as-pub  
lic-awarenesslags/article36835601/ 

•"Urban Ecology: A Birght Future for Sustainable Cities,"   
www.therevelator.org/urban-ecology-sus   
tainable-cities/ 

•"How Green Cities Create Healthier, Happier City Dwellers,"  
www.asiancorrespondent.    
com/2018/12/how-green-cities-create-healthier-happi 
er-city-dwellers/

11. After each group has read the article and discussed the 
questions, invite students to move back to their “home” 
group and discuss the questions on the front board using the 
perspective and information from the article that they read in 
their “expert” groups.

12. Once the “home” groups have completed their discussion,  
ask each group to share their response to one of the 
questions. Ask students, how can best practices in land 
management lead to the creation of green cities?

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/toronto/new-urban-agriculture-projects-in-toronto-are-struggling-to-take-root-as-public-awarenesslags/article36835601/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/toronto/new-urban-agriculture-projects-in-toronto-are-struggling-to-take-root-as-public-awarenesslags/article36835601/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/toronto/new-urban-agriculture-projects-in-toronto-are-struggling-to-take-root-as-public-awarenesslags/article36835601/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/toronto/new-urban-agriculture-projects-in-toronto-are-struggling-to-take-root-as-public-awarenesslags/article36835601/
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Activity 2: Creating  
Green Spaces 
(90 minutes) 

1. 1. As a class, discuss what the term “green space” means. 
What type of space can be considered a green space? 
What is the purpose of having green spaces in a town or 
city? For more information, refer to www.forestresearch.
gov.uk/tools-and-resources/urban-regeneration-and-
greenspace-partnership/greenspace-in-practice/types-
of-greenspace/. 

2.  As a class, use an online mapping tool to search for green 
spaces in the local area. Create a list of the green spaces 
and their purpose on the front board. How do different green 
spaces contribute to the local community? What is the 
purpose for green spaces in your community? How can green 
spaces be sustainable?

 Types of Green Spaces:
• Community woodlands
• Green roofs
• Landscaping around buildings
• Street trees
• Urban parks/gardens

3.  In small groups, ask students to choose a green space in their 
local areas and create a profile of the space outlining the 
following information.

• Where is this green space? When was the green space 
created? 

• Is it a natural green space or man-made?
• What is the purpose of the space? Why was it created?
• What variety of plants grow in this space? 
• Who does this green space directly and indirectly impact?
• What is the social, economic and environmental impact of 

this green space?
• Who is responsible for maintaining this space?

4.  Once students have an understanding of green spaces in their 
town or city, invite them to propose a new green space that 
will help their local area become a “green city.”

5.  Use the following  videos to show students examples of how 
other cities have transformed underused spaces into green 
areas.

• Video – “Fresh Kills: From Landfill to Park on Staten Island,” 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lbm_K5JKkYI (7:06)

• Video – “The Farm of the Future Uses No Soil and 95% Less 
Water,” www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_tvJtUHnmU"www.
youtube.com/watch?v=-_tvJtUHnmU  (3:37)

• Video – “Building Community One Garden at a Time | Zoe 
Hansen-DiBello |TEDxNewBedford,” www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4oYIo3YvdPc (12:55)

6. In the same groups, ask students to develop a proposal for a 
green space that would be most appropriate for their local 
community. Encourage them to consider the following 
questions in their research:

• Where will the green space be located? How much space is 
available? 

• What is the purpose of the green space? Who will this green 
space serve?

• Are there light and water sources available?
• What types of crops or plants would thrive in the 

environment?
• What resources are necessary to develop this green space?
• How long would this take?
• How much will the project cost?
• Who provides the permission to develop this green space? 

Who owns the land?
• Who will maintain this space?

7.  After students have created their proposal, encourage them 
to present it to the principal and school community during 
assembly to raise awareness for the importance of green 
spaces and to invite other students to provide feedback on 
their proposal. This can also be an opportunity for students 
to identify the possible challenges that could arise when 
creating their green space. 

8.  Once students have finalized their proposal, challenge them 
to present it a representative from their local government. 
In this proposal encourage students to discuss their findings 
from the previous activity and discuss how it will impact 
the community. What are the benefits for this type of green 
space? What challenges do they anticipate and how will 
they overcome these issues? Invite students to present the 
proposal in the form of a letter, speech or video recording. 

Watch the video "Emma Marris | TEDSummit | Nature 
is everywhere - we just need to learn to see it," www.
ted.com/talks/emma_marris_nature_is_every-
where_we_just_need_to_learn_to_see_it?lan-
guage=en (15.53)

https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/urban-regeneration-and-greenspace-partnership/greenspace-in-practice/types-of-greenspace/
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/urban-regeneration-and-greenspace-partnership/greenspace-in-practice/types-of-greenspace/
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/urban-regeneration-and-greenspace-partnership/greenspace-in-practice/types-of-greenspace/
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/urban-regeneration-and-greenspace-partnership/greenspace-in-practice/types-of-greenspace/
http://www.ted.com/talks/emma_marris_nature_is_everywhere_we_just_need_to_learn_to_see_it?language=en
http://www.ted.com/talks/emma_marris_nature_is_everywhere_we_just_need_to_learn_to_see_it?language=en
http://www.ted.com/talks/emma_marris_nature_is_everywhere_we_just_need_to_learn_to_see_it?language=en
http://www.ted.com/talks/emma_marris_nature_is_everywhere_we_just_need_to_learn_to_see_it?language=en
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Creating a Green Space

Where will the green space be
located? What is the purpose?
Who needs to provide permission  
for this project?

What types of crops or plants
will thrive in this environment?

What resources will be required for this 
green space? Will these need to be  
substituted for technological options?

Are there light and water
sources available?

How long will the development of 
this green space take? What is the 
cost?

What are the best practices in sustainable 
urban agriculture creating green spaces? 
What can be implemented in this model?


